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(57) ABSTRACT

The present disclosure teaches a lightning damage index is
that used to predict the propensity of a lightning strike to an
aircraft and the degree of damage to the aircraft that the
lightning strike will cause. This index can help to obviate
operational issues and other losses related to subsequent
repairs to the aircraft that are required because of lightning
damage. The disclosed method of predicting lightning strike
damage to an aircraft involves generating data relating to the
aircraft by measuring the dimensions of the aircraft, assessing
the design features of the aircraft, and/or obtaining electro-
magnetic density data associated with regions of the aircraft.
The method further involves creating a lightning damage
index that provides a numeric representation for predicted
lightning strike damage to the aircraft based on the generated
data. The numeric representation may be further modified by
factors associated with operation of the aircraft.

29 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
LIGHTNING DAMAGE INDEX

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to lightning damage. In par-
ticular, it relates to lightning damage indices.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure relates to a method, system, and
apparatus for a lightning damage index. In one or more
embodiments, the present disclosure teaches a method of
predicting lightning strike damage to one or more types of
aircraft. The disclosed method involves generating data relat-
ing to the one or more types of aircraft by measuring the
dimensions of the one or more types of aircraft, assessing the
design features of the one or more types of aircraft, and/or
obtaining electromagnetic density data associated with
regions of the one or more types of aircraft. The method
further involves creating an index that provides a numeric
representation for predicted lightning strike damage to the
one or more types of aircraft based on the generated data.

In one or more embodiments, the index further comprises
a numeric representation for predicted lightning strike dam-
age to a specific location on the aircraft based on the gener-
ated data. In at least one embodiment, the method further
involves modifying the numeric representation with one or
more factors relating to the respective one or more types of
aircraft. In some embodiments, the method further involves
assigning a numeric value to the one or more factors. In one or
more embodiments, the method further involves an algorith-
mic association between the numeric representation with the
numeric value of the one or more factors.

In at least one embodiment, the one or more factors com-
prises a departure frequency of each of the one or more types
of aircraft. In some embodiments, the one or more factors
comprises a geographic region in which each of the one or
more types of aircraft operates. In one or more embodiments,
the one or more factors comprises an altitude at which each of
the one or more types of aircraft operates. In at least one
embodiment, the one or more factors further comprises a
frequency of a specific altitude within a constant time at
which each of the one or more types of aircraft operates.

In one or more embodiments, the one or more factors
comprises a time period during which each of the one or more
types of aircraft operates. In at least one embodiment, the time
period is a specified calendar time period. In some embodi-
ments, the time period is a seasonal time period. In one or
more embodiments, the time period is adjustable.

In at least one embodiment, the method further involves
determining an impact level associated with at least one of the
one or more types of aircraft, the generated data, and the one
or more factors, and modifying at least one of the numeric
representation and the one or more factors with the associated
impact level. In some embodiments, each impact level is
obtained from a table that displays each impact level associ-
ated with the respective at least one of the one or more types
of aircraft, the generated data, and the one or more factors.

In one or more embodiments, a system for predicting light-
ning strike damage to one or more types of aircraft involves
data generated for each of the one or more types of aircraft
comprising dimensions of the one or more types of aircraft,
design features of the one or more types of aircraft, and/or
electromagnetic density data associated with different areas
of'the aircraft. In at least one embodiment, the system further
involves an index that compiles the data and provides a
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numeric representation for predicted lightning strike damage
to the one or more types of aircraft based on the compilation
of the data.

In at least one embodiment, the index further comprises a
numeric representation for predicted lightning strike damage
to a specific location on the aircraft based on the data. In some
embodiments, the system further involves one or more factors
that is applied to the numeric representation to modify the
numeric representation. In one or more embodiments, each of
the one or more factors has a numeric value. In some embodi-
ments, there is an algorithmic association between the
numeric representation and the one or more factors. In at least
one embodiment, the system further involves one or more
impact levels that is associated with at least one of the one or
more types of aircraft, the data, and the one or more factors,
and that is applied to modify at least one of the numeric
representation and the one or more factors.

The features, functions, and advantages can be achieved
independently in various embodiments of the present inven-
tions or may be combined in yet other embodiments.

DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present disclosure will become better understood with regard
to the following description, appended claims, and accompa-
nying drawings where:

FIG. 1 shows an example embodiment of an index for
predicted lightning strike damage to various types of aircraft;

FIG. 2 shows a geometric representation for determining a
nose to wing angle on an aircraft;

FIG. 3 shows a method of creating an embodiment of the
index of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 4 shows a representative data sampling of thunder-
storm days over a geographic area.

DESCRIPTION

The methods and apparatus disclosed herein provide an
operative system for a lightning damage index. Specifically,
this system employs a lightning damage index that is used to
predict the propensity of a lightning strike to an aircraft and
the location of the strike in order to assess the potential degree
of damage to the aircraft that the lightning strike will cause.
The lightning damage index can help aircraft operators to
predict potential lightning strike damage in an effortto reduce
operational burdens and other losses related to subsequent
repairs to the aircraft from lightning strikes.

It is possible for aircraft to be struck by lightning while
airborne and consequently to incur damage from the lightning
strike. However, certain types of aircraft may have designs for
which a lightning strike results in more extensive repair needs
than other aircraft, which in turn may result in decreased
operating time for such aircraft. Such outcomes may lead to
customer dissatisfaction due to increased repair costs and
limited fleet availability. This can raise issues for aircraft
manufacturers that have to provide increased product support
to address lightning damage. Aside from the type of aircraft,
other factors can contribute to lightning strikes and resulting
damage, such as flight frequency, flight altitude, time of year
for operating, and geographic area of operation. A system that
considers types of aircraft and other contributing factors in
predicting lightning strike damage could reduce repair needs
and help operators maintain schedules and fleet availability.

The disclosed system design provides an index that allows
for predicting potential resulting damage from a lightning
strike on an aircraft. The system accounts for multiple aircraft
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designs and data relating to a lightning strike associated with
the respective designs. The system also accounts for contrib-
uting factors to lightning strikes, such as flight frequency,
flight altitude, time of year for operating, and geographic area
of operation.

In the following description, numerous details are set forth
in order to provide a more thorough description of the system.
It will be apparent, however, to one skilled in the art, that the
disclosed system may be practiced without these specific
details. In the other instances, well-known features have not
been described in detail so as not to unnecessarily obscure the
system.

FIG. 1 shows an example of an index 10 that compiles data
generated for various types of aircraft and provides numeric
representations for predicted lightning strike damage to the
various types of aircraft. The lightning strike damage takes
into account the likelihood of a lightning strike to the respec-
tive aircraft and the area of the aircraft that lightning may
strike, which can have a significant impact on the extent of
damage. The numeric representations are based on the com-
piled generated data for the respective types of aircraft. The
types of aircraft featured in the index may be selected as
desired and based on user criteria. In this example, the aircraft
listing is selected based on general features such as hauling
distance, engine type, and body type. In other embodiments,
the aircraft selected for listing may be based on a specific
engine, basis of use (commercial or private), purchasing sec-
tor (military or civilian), manufacturer, year produced, or
other categories. The number of aircraft selected for the index
may range from one to any desired number.

In providing the generated data, the index 10 features
dimensional measurements of each aircraft type. This may be
used to evaluate and present additional data in the index
relating to lightning strike damage to each type of aircraft. In
the illustrated embodiment, a measurement of the dimensions
of a particular aircraft type provides the nose to wing root
angle of the aircraft, which may affect lightning strike dam-
ageto the aircraft. A geometric illustration of the nose to wing
root angle of an aircraft is shown in FIG. 2. In other embodi-
ments, other aspects of measurements of each aircraft type
may be included, such as radome dimensions, wingspan, tail
height relative to the nose, and other dimensional features.

Other data in index 10 includes design features that are
assessed for each type of aircraft. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, winglet inclusion is a specified design feature, and the
index 10 features multiple rows for each type of aircraft to
reflect the presence or absence of a winglet, for easier use of
the index 10. Radome design for each type of aircraft is also
included based on the potential impact of the radome design
on lightning strike frequency and lightning strike location on
the aircraft. To further illustrate, FIG. 1 shows sample radome
curve designs with index 10 featuring width-to-height (W/H)
ratios and a scale of low, medium, and high curvature corre-
sponding to the ratios. The scale is incorporated in the index
10 for reference in selecting the appropriate design of the
aircraft. In the present embodiment, other features of the
radome design are also included, namely, radome material
and the presence of supplemental protection. In other
embodiments, other design features having a potential impact
on lightning strike frequency and lightning strike location on
the aircraft may be included, such as engine location, wing
design, and aircraft body materials.

Additional data in index 10 includes the electromagnetic
densities associated with different areas of the aircraft. The
electromagnetic density for a particular area of the aircraft
may impact the extent of lightning strike damage to that
particular area and/or to the aircraft as a whole. In the illus-
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trated embodiment, the index 10 includes electromagnetic
densities associated with the aircraft nose in kilovolts/meter
(kV/m). In alternative embodiments, the electromagnetic
density may be featured in other units and/or for other areas of
the aircraft.

Following the generated data, index 10 provides the
numeric representation for predicted lightning strike damage
for each type of aircraft. In the illustrated embodiment, the
index 10 provides a numeric representation in the form of a
probability expressed as a percentage for predicting a light-
ning strike to each aircraft type and at a particular location on
the aircraft, which is the nose in the present embodiment,
wherein a higher percentage represents a higher likelihood of
a lightning strike to the nose of the aircraft. In alternative
embodiments, other numeric representations may be utilized
suchas: ascaleof1 to 10, with 1 representing a low likelihood
and 10 representing a high likelihood of a lightning strike; or
a positive and negative scale, with O representing normal
likelihood of a lightning strike, positive integers representing
a higher likelihood, and negative integers representing a
lower likelihood (or vice-versa). Also in the illustrated
embodiment, the numeric representation for a predicted light-
ning strike is directed to a specific location on the aircraft. In
alternative embodiments, numeric representations for pre-
dicted lightning strikes to other parts of the aircraft, such as
wings and/or the tail, may also be provided, or the numeric
representation may not be limited to a particular location on
the aircraft.

The numeric representation may be based upon: an algo-
rithmic relationship derived between the listed features for
each aircraft design; empirical data gathered in the course of
operation; or a combination of an algorithmic relationship
and empirical data. As an example, each particular aircraft
design may have a higher or lower likelihood of incurring
lightning strikes based on known lightning strike frequency
and lightning strike location for that design. For example, in
generating the data for the index, operational data may be
gathered to show that one type of aircraft incurs a lightning
strike on the nose once every 50 flights, while another type of
aircraft incurs a lightning strike on the nose once every 100
flights.

The other data presented in the index 10, such as the dimen-
sions and design features of the aircraft, may also serve to
modify the numeric representation. For example, operational
data may be gathered to indicate that the presence of a winglet
increases the likelihood of a lightning strike on the nose by
15%. As another example, operational data may be gathered
to indicate that the a 45° nose to wing root angle has no impact
on lightning strike frequency and/or damage incurred, while
a 30° nose to wing root angle corresponds to a 20% increase
in lightning strike frequency with severe damage to the nose.
The lightning strike data associated with these probabilities
may be tabulated based on an algorithmic relationship (e.g.,
addition, multiplication) to create a final probability for a
lightning strike on the nose, which is presented in the index.
In other embodiments, probabilities for a lightning strike on
other aircraft locations, such as the wings, may be included.

In an alternative embodiment, each feature in the index 10
may be assigned a numerical value. For example, each air-
craft design may be assigned a numerical value based on
lightning strike history for the respective design. The design
features in the index may also be assigned numerical values
based on the known impact of the features on lightning
strikes. For example, a winglet for a particular aircraft design
may have a value of +3 for increasing the likelihood of a
lightning strike on the nose, while a wing to root ratio of 30°
for a particular aircraft design may have a value of +5 for also
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increasing the likelihood of a lightning strike on the nose,
such that these become additive effects for determining the
numeric representation associated with predicted lightning
strike damage, which may be represented as a Lightning
Damage Index (LDI).

The numeric representation for predicted lightning strike
damage to the aircraft may also be modified by several factors
relating to the aircraft. These factors may be operational in
nature, such as departure frequency, flight altitude, geo-
graphic region in which the aircraft operates, and a selected
time period during which the aircraft operates. Data relating
to these factors may be generated as appropriate for a user.
The combined result of the numeric representation and the
modifying factors may be represented collectively in the LDI.
As examples of the factors, departure frequency may be pro-
vided on a flights per week basis. Geographic location may be
provided as countries, navigational coordinates, or user-de-
lineated areas. Altitude may be provided as a general altitude
at which an aircraft spends most operating time, or more
specifically as a frequency of a specific altitude within a
constant time at which an aircraft operates. Time period may
be provided as a seasonal period, a calendar period, or any
other desired time period. The time period may also be adjust-
able to reflect specific time periods as needed.

To further illustrate use of the factors in the index 10, first
referring to altitude, the index 10 shows three different alti-
tudes for each aircraft type. As examples, altitudes of 8,000
feet (ft), 10,000 ft, and 12,000 ft are provided, but the dis-
played altitudes may vary as desired. The index 10 also shows
the change in lightning strike probability at each altitude for
the respective aircraft type.

Referring to geographic area, the index 10 shows lightning
strike days per year for a geographic area and the change in
lightning strike probability for aircraft operating in that geo-
graphic area. As a base reference, FIG. 4 provides a map
showing regions of the U.S. and the number of thunderstorm
days per year for those regions in the range of 1 to 100 days.
As illustrative examples, Oklahoma has 50 thunderstorm
days per year and the west coast of California has 10 thun-
derstorm days per year. The index 10 shows such representa-
tive thunderstorm days and the change in lightning strike
probability. In this embodiment, geographic regions with
0-20 thunderstorm days are considered as having a low light-
ning strike level, so that lightning strike probability is only
increased by 2%. Geographic regions with 20-80 thunder-
storm days have a medium lightning strike level and increase
strike probability by 5%, and geographic regions with 80-100
thunderstorm days have a high lightning strike level and
increase strike probability by 10%.

Referring to time period, the index 10 in the illustrated
embodiment features a seasonal time period, namely storm
season. Here, the index 10 shows the increase in lightning
strike probability if an aircraft operates during storm season,
wherein there is a 20% increase in lightning strike probability
if an aircraft operates during storm season. Other time periods
may also be featured, such as calendar time periods or specific
operating time periods selected by a user. Multiple time peri-
ods may also be included, such that a user may plan for a
range of operating times in considering the possibility of
lightning strikes on aircraft.

By applying factors that modify the numeric representa-
tion, a user may take into consideration conditions that are
specific to a particular aircraft to more accurately predict
lightning strike damage to that aircraft. For example, a plane
that flies in a particular geographic region with inclement
weather patterns may be more likely to incur a lightning strike
with greater damage than an aircraft that flies in a region with
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more favorable weather for operation. In this manner, an
aircraft operator can plan for certain types of aircraft to have
greater availability and require less repair materials and staft-
ing, while at the same time planning for other aircraft to be
less available and to have repair materials and crews available
for that type of aircraft due to the possibility of lightning
strike damage.

In the illustrated embodiment, the factors have a numerical
value for modifying the numeric representation of the pre-
dicted lightning strike. In particular, the factors may have a
numerical value that is consistent with the numeric represen-
tation. For example, if the numeric representation for pre-
dicted lightning strike damage is expressed as a probability,
the numerical values of the factors may also be expressed as
a probability. To further illustrate, the index may show that
one aircraft type has a 5% probability of incurring lightning
strike damage to the nose. However, the geographic region in
which a user assigns that aircraft type to operate may have a
high frequency of lightning storms, such that the geographic
region corresponds with a threefold increase in probability of
incurring lightning strike damage to the nose for that type of
aircraft. In a further embodiment, there is an algorithmic
association between the numeric representation and the fac-
tors. In one embodiment, the numeric representation for pre-
dicting a lightning strike is presented as a probability, and
each factor has a numeric value that is multiplied with the
probability.

To expand upon the example above, the 5% probability of
incurring lightning strike damage to the nose is multiplied by
3 based on the threefold increase in the probability due to the
geographic region, resulting in a 15% probability of incurring
lightning strike damage to the nose. In another embodiment,
the numerical representation may be totaled with the numeric
value of the factors.

To further illustrate, an algorithmic association between
the numeric representation and the factors can be represented
by the following equation, in which the numeric representa-
tion and the factors are represented by probabilities that are
multiplied to predict lightning strike damage as represented
by the Lightning Damage Index:

LDI=NRxFAxDFxGRxTP

wherein LDI=Lightning Damage Index, NR=numeric repre-
sentation, FA=probability of a lightning strike based on flight
altitude, DP=probability of a lightning strike based on depar-
ture frequency, GR=probability of a lightning strike based on
the geographic region of operation, and TP=time period. In
another embodiment, the LDI may be determined from an
addition algorithm wherein the numeric representation and
the factors are represented by probabilities that are added,
such as:

LDI=NR+FA+DF+GR+TP

In yet another embodiment, the LDI may be determined from
an algorithm combining functions, such as:

LDI=NRxFAxDFxGR+TP.

Other examples of algorithmic relationships may be applied
that are suited for predicting lightning strike damage.

In another alternative embodiment, the factors may not
have a numerical value but instead may be assigned qualita-
tive representations. For example, an aircraft that has
approximately 1200 or more departures a year may have a
high likelihood of incurring lightning strike damage, such
that a departure frequency range of 1200-1500 departures per
year may indicate “very high risk.” On the other hand, an
aircraft that only has approximately 300 departures a year
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may have a low likelihood of incurring lightning strike dam-
age, such that a departure frequency range of 200-300 depar-
tures per year may indicate “low risk.” In this manner, a user
may refer to the numeric representation for a predicted light-
ning strike, and then note that the numeric representation may
be modified based on the qualitative data associated with the
respective factors.

In another embodiment, one or more impact levels that is
respectively associated with one or more of the aircraft type,
the data associated with the aircraft, and the factors is applied
to modify one or both of the numeric representation for pre-
dicting lightning strike damage to the aircraft and the associ-
ated factors (e.g., flight altitude). The purpose of applying the
impact level is to account for additional considerations for
predicting lightning strike damage. To illustrate, considering
the factors of altitude and time period, if a particular aircraft
flies at a high-risk altitude for a lightning strike during only
half of the selected time period, the weight of altitude in
predicting lightning strike damage may be reduced. Thus, the
impact level associated with altitude may be assigned a
numeric value, such as —50%, that is applied in an algorithmic
relationship to the respective factor. To illustrate, expanding
on one of the example algorithmic relationships represented
by the equations above, the impact levels may be incorporated
with the factors as follows:

LDI=NRxK, FAxK,DFxK;GRxK, TP

wherein K, =the impact level associated with flight altitude,
K,=the impact level associated with departure frequency,
K;=the impact level associated with geographic region, and
K, =the impact level associated with time period. The impact
levels may be: constants based on empirical data or other
information; variables based on data and/or functions; or
both. To provide other examples, in one embodiment, the
impact levels are assigned values such that the impact levels
have a total value of one. In another embodiment, the impact
levels are integers with values based on empirical data.

In an alternative embodiment, the impact level may be
expressed qualitatively, such as in “decreased risk.” In one
embodiment, the impact levels are presented in a table to
associate the respective aircraft, generated data, and modify-
ing factors with the appropriate impact level. The impact
levels may be derived from operational data, scientific
research, or other sources.

By using the system with index featuring the numeric
representation for predicted lightning strike damage, the
modifying factors, and the impact levels, a user may prepare
for lightning strike damage to an aircraft while considering
the conditions under which the aircraft operates. For example,
if a certain aircraft is known to fly a route at an altitude at
which lightning strike damage is expected to increase, the
operator can have maintenance crews and materials ready at
the aircraft destination points for any necessary repairs. The
operator may also plan to have additional aircraft available for
flying that specific route, should lightning strike damage
remove other aircraft from operation. An aircraft operator can
also refer to the index to select aircraft that is less likely to
incur lightning strike damage in order to select aircraft with a
low propensity for incurring lightning strike damage to fly in
conditions with elevated lightning activity, e.g., certain geo-
graphic areas or during specific time periods. Likewise, an
aircraft operator can select aircraft with a high propensity for
incurring lightning strike damage to fly in conditions with low
lightning activity. As such, a user can use the data as needed
and has a wide range of optional considerations in predicting
lightning strike damage to an aircraft and thus optimizing the
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aircraft equipment selection and configuration using particu-
lar LDI for the operating equipment design and conditions.

In one embodiment, a computer processor is used to gen-
erate the index 10 and the selected factors and impact levels.
As an example, a user may access the computer processor and
command the processor to generate the index 10. The user
may input data as desired in the index 10, wherein the com-
puter processor includes a database for accessing data asso-
ciated with the user inputs, e.g., numerical values associated
with lightning strike damage for aircraft design features, such
as winglets and with the factors, such as altitude and geo-
graphic area. The computer processor then processes the
inputs to complete the index and provide a numeric represen-
tation associated with the aircraft type, as well as the LDI that
is based on any selected factors and associated impact levels.
In this manner, the user may manipulate inputs to obtain
various predictions for lightning strike damage and subse-
quently plan operations based on the information generated
from the computer processor through the index 10.

Having described a system for predicting lightning strike
damage to one or more types of aircraft, a method of predict-
ing lightning strike damage to one or more types of aircraft
will now be described. Referring to FIG. 3, the method is
started (step 40) by selecting one or more types of aircraft for
which lightning strike damage is to be predicted are selected
(step 50). Data relating to the aircraft is then generated by
measuring the dimensions of the aircraft, assessing the design
features of the one or more types of aircraft (e.g., winglets),
and obtaining electromagnetic density data associated with
regions of the one or more types of aircraft (step 60). An index
is then created that provides a numeric representation for
predicted lightning strike damage to the one or more types of
aircraft based on the generated data (step 70). The numeric
representation may be directed to predicting lightning strike
damage to a specific location on the aircraft.

In one embodiment, the numeric representation may also
be modified with one or more factors relating to the aircraft,
such as departure frequency, geographic region of operation,
flight altitude, and/or time period of operation (step 80). The
factors may be assigned numeric values, which may further
have an algorithmic relationship with the numeric represen-
tation for predicting lightning strike damage. Alternatively,
the factors may be expressed qualitatively (i.e., “high risk” or
“low risk”). In a further embodiment, an impact level is deter-
mined that is associated with one or more of the aircraft, the
generated data, and the modifying factors (step 90). The
impact level may be obtained from a table that displays each
impact level associated with the respective aircraft, generated
data, and modifying factors. The impact level may then be
used to modify one or both of the numeric representation and
the factors (step 100). The method may then be completed
(step 110).

Although certain illustrative embodiments and methods
have been disclosed herein, it can be apparent from the fore-
going disclosure to those skilled in the art that variations and
modifications of such embodiments and methods can be
made without departing from the true spirit and scope of the
art disclosed. Many other examples of the art disclosed exist,
each differing from others in matters of detail only. Accord-
ingly, it is intended that the art disclosed shall be limited only
to the extent required by the appended claims and the rules
and principles of applicable law.

I claim:

1. A method of predicting lightning strike damage to one or
more types of aircraft, comprising:

generating data relating to the one or more types of aircraft

by:
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measuring the dimensions of the one or more types of
aircraft,

assessing the design features of the one or more types of
aircraft, and

obtaining electromagnetic density data associated with
regions of the one or more types of aircraft; and

generating, by a computer processor, an index that pro-

vides a numeric representation for predicted lightning

strike damage to the one or more types of aircraft based

on the generated data.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the index further com-
prises a numeric representation for predicted lightning strike
damage to a specific location on the aircraft based on the
generated data.

3. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising
modifying the numeric representation with one or more fac-
tors relating to the respective one or more types of aircraft.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising assigning a
numeric value to the one or more factors.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising an algorith-
mic association between the numeric representation with the
numeric value of the one or more factors.

6. The method of claim 3, wherein the one or more factors
comprises a departure frequency of each of the one or more
types of aircraft.

7. The method of claim 3, wherein the one or more factors
comprises a geographic region in which each of the one or
more types of aircraft operates.

8. The method of claim 3, wherein the one or more factors
comprises an altitude at which each of the one or more types
of aircraft operates.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the one or more factors
further comprises a frequency of a specific altitude within a
constant time at which each of the one or more types of
aircraft operates.

10. The method of claim 3, wherein the one or more factors
comprises a time period during which each of the one or more
types of aircraft operates.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the time period is a
specified calendar time period.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the time period is a
seasonal time period.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the time period is
adjustable.

14. The method of claim 3, further comprising determining
an impact level associated with at least one of the one or more
types of aircraft, the generated data, and the one or more
factors, and modifying at least one of the numeric represen-
tation and the one or more factors with the associated impact
level.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein each impact level is
obtained from a table that displays each impact level associ-
ated with the respective at least one of the one or more types
of aircraft, the generated data, and the one or more factors.
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16. A system for predicting lightning strike damage to one
or more types of aircraft, comprising:

data generated for each of the one or more types of aircraft

comprising:

dimensions of the one or more types of aircraft,

design features of the one or more types of aircraft, and

electromagnetic density data associated with different
areas of the aircraft; and

an index that compiles the data and provides a numeric

representation for predicted lightning strike damage to
the one or more types of aircraft based on the compila-
tion of the data.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the index further
comprises a numeric representation for predicted lightning
strike damage to a specific location on the aircraft based on
the data.

18. The system of claim 16, further comprising one or more
factors that is applied to the numeric representation to modify
the numeric representation.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein each of the one or
more factors has a numeric value.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein there is an algorithmic
association between the numeric representation and the one
or more factors.

21. The system of claim 18, wherein the one or more factors
comprises a departure frequency for each of the one or more
types of aircraft.

22. The system of claim 18, wherein the one or more factors
comprises a geographic region in which each of the one or
more types of aircraft operates.

23. The system of claim 18, wherein the one or more factors
comprises an altitude at which each of the one or more types
of aircraft operates.

24. The system of claim 23, wherein the one or more factors
comprises a frequency of a specific altitude within a constant
time at which each of the one or more types of aircraft oper-
ates.

25. The system of claim 18, wherein the one or more factors
comprises a time period during which each of the one or more
types of aircraft operates.

26. The system of claim 25, wherein the time period is a
specified calendar time period.

27. The system of claim 25, wherein the time period is a
seasonal time period.

28. The system of claim 25, wherein the time period is
adjustable.

29. The system of claim 18, further comprising one or more
impact levels that is associated with at least one of the one or
more types of aircraft, the data, and the one or more factors,
and that is applied to modify at least one of the numeric
representation and the one or more factors.

#* #* #* #* #*



